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CHAPTER 38

Challenges to the Postwar Order, 1973–1980

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_EVEN \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_ODD \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_Eqn \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_Sec \r 1 \h focus questions

1 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What were the causes of economic stagnation during the 1970s?

2 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How did Nixon’s policy of détente develop under the administrations of Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter? Did détente help or hurt relations with China and the Soviet Union?

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How did the Vietnam conflict end?

4 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What was Watergate and how did the episode tarnish the office of the presidency? 

5 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What were the major challenges faced by the Carter administration, both foreign and domestic? 

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: As the war in Vietnam finally came to a disastrous conclusion, the United States struggled to create a more stable international climate. Détente with the two communist powers temporarily reduced Cold War tensions, but trouble in the Middle East threatened America’s energy supplies and economic stability.

Theme: Weakened by political difficulties of their own and others’ making, the administrations of the 1970s had trouble coping with America’s growing economic problems. The public also had trouble facing up to a sharp sense of limits and a general disillusionment with society. With the notable exception of the successful feminist movement, the social reform efforts of the 1960s fractured and stalled, as the country settled into a frustrating and politically divisive stalemate.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

Nonelected Gerald Ford took over after Watergate forced Nixon to resign. The Communist Vietnamese finally overran the South Vietnamese government in 1975. The defeat in Vietnam added to a general sense of disillusionment with society and a new sense of limits on American power. The civil rights movement fractured, and divisive issues of busing and affirmative action enhanced racial tensions. The most successful social movement was feminism, which achieved widespread social breakthroughs though failing to pass the Equal Rights Amendment.

Campaigning against Washington and Watergate, outsider Jimmy Carter proved unable to master Congress or the economy once he took office. The Camp David agreement brought peace between Egypt and Israel, but the Iranian revolution led to new energy troubles. The invasion of Afghanistan and the holding of American hostages in Iran added to Carter’s woes.
	1.Richard Nixon

2.Spiro Agnew

3.Henry Kissinger

4.Warren Burger

5.Rachel Carson

6.George McGovern

7.Thomas Eagleton

8.John Dean III

9.Gerald Ford

10.Phyllis Schlafley

11.Jimmy Carter

12.Thurgood Marshall

13.Mohammed Reza Pahlevi (Shah of Iran)

14.Leonid Brezhnev

15.détente

16.impoundment

17.revenue sharing

18.executive privilege

19.Vietnamization

20.Nixon Doctrine

21.My Lai massacre

22.Cambodian incursion

23.Kent State killings

24.Anti—Ballistic Missiles (ABM)

25.Philadelphia Plan

26.Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

27.Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA)

28.Clean Air Act

29.War Powers Act

30.energy crisis

31.OPEC

32.Watergate scandal

33.CREEP

34.Twenty—fifth amendment

35.Saturday Night Massacre

36.Helsinki accords

37.Title IX

38.Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)

39.Roe v. Wade

40.Bakke case

41.Wounded Knee

42.National Organization for Women (NOW)

43.Camp David agreement

44.SALT II treaty

45.Iranian hostage crisis


	CHAPTER 39

The Resurgence of Conservatism, 1980–1992

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_EVEN \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_ODD \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_Eqn \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_Sec \r 1 \h focus questions

1 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What were the domestic goals of the Reagan administration, and was he successful in achieving those goals in his two terms as president? 

2 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What were the causes for the rise of the New Right?

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What was Reagan’s legacy, in domestic policy and in foreign policy?

4 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How was the New Right influential in both religion and the Supreme Court?

5 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What were the major issues faced by George H.W. Bush in his administration? 

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: Leading a conservative movement to power in Washington, Ronald Reagan vigorously pursued new right economic and social policies. Under Reagan and his successor George Bush, these policies brought both economic growth and massive budget deficits that put severe constraints on the federal government.

Theme: Religion pervaded American politics in the 1980s; especially conspicuous was a coalition of conservative, evangelical Christians known as the religious right—led by Jerry Falwell, an evangelical from Virginia. An organization called the Moral Majority rose to oppose what they viewed as the moral deterioration of American values.

Theme: The early 1980s saw a revival of Cold War confrontation, but the decade ended with the collapse of Communism, first in Eastern Europe and then in the Soviet Union itself. With the end of the Cold War and the U.S.-led victory over Iraq in the Persian Gulf War, America remained the world’s only superpower. A series of relatively small military interventions in the Caribbean, and later in Africa and the Balkans, raised questions about the proper use of American force in the underdeveloped world.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter 39 summary

Reagan led Republicans to sweeping victories in 1980 and 1984 over divided and demoralized Democrats. Riding a conservative national tide, Reagan pushed both his supply-side economic program of lower taxes and the new-right social policies, especially opposition to affirmative action, abortion, and drugs. These policies brought economic recovery and lower inflation, as well as record budget deficits that severely restricted big government.

The Supreme Court under Reagan and his successor, George Bush, became increasingly conservative, while the confirmation hearings of Justice Clarence Thomas highlighted issues of sexual harassment.

Reagan revived the Cold War confrontation with the Soviet Union and engaged the United States in assertive military support for antileftist forces in Latin America and elsewhere. The ratcheting up of military spending, along with the attempted reforms led by Mikhail Gorbachev, contributed to the unraveling of Communism in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union in 1989–1991. With America as the only remaining superpower, George Bush led an international coalition to victory in the Persian Gulf War, but the Middle East remained a dangerous tinderbox despite new efforts to resolve the Israel-Arab conflict.

CHAPTER 40

America Confronts the Post–Cold War Era, 1992–2000

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_EVEN \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_ODD \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_Eqn \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_Sec \r 1 \h focus questions

1 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What were the main issues facing Bill Clinton when he entered office? How did he reconcile the traditional liberal values of the past Democrats and his vision for a different America?

2 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What were the main causes of the economic prosperity of the 1990s under Clinton’s administration? 

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What changes have taken place for women?

4 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What effect did the election of 2000 have on the American political scene? 

5 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Explore developments in art, literature, and the media.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: Elected as the first baby-boom president, Bill Clinton tried to turn the Democratic Party in a more centrist direction. Ideological conflicts and sharp partisan battles in the 1990s were partly overshadowed by a booming economy, a balanced federal budget, and America’s search to define its role in the increasingly global economy and system of international relations. A series of relatively small military interventions in Africa and the Balkans raised questions about the proper use of American force in the underdeveloped world.
Theme: Changes in women’s roles and the family substantially altered the ways Americans live and work.
Theme: American culture, literature, and art remained dynamic and influential in the world.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter 40 summary

The dynamic young baby-boomer Bill Clinton defeated George H.W. Bush in 1992, and promoted an ambitious reform agenda within the context of his centrist new Democrat ideology. Clinton’s stumbles over health care reform and foreign policy opened the door to aggressive conservative Republicans, who gained control of Congress in 1994 for the first time in fifty years advocating a “contract with America.” But the Newt Gingrich–led Republicans’ overreaching enabled Clinton to revive and win a second term in 1996.

In his second term, Clinton downplayed reform and successfully claimed the political middle ground on issues such as welfare reform, affirmative action, smoking, and gun control. A booming economy created budget surpluses and encouraged Clinton’s efforts toward ending international trade barriers. Conflicts in the Middle East and the Balkans led to American diplomatic and military involvements, with mixed results. A series of scandals, culminating in the Monica Lewinsky affair, led to Clinton’s impeachment and acquittal in 1999.

 The decades-long movement into the workforce of women, including mothers of young children, opened ever-wider doors of opportunity, and contributed to changes in family life. Women’s concern for issues of health and child care created a persistent political gender gap between Democrats and Republicans in national elections.

Texas Governor George Walker Bush defeated Clinton’s vice president, Al Gore, in a contested cliffhanging election in 2000 that was finally decided by a Supreme Court decision.

American culture remained incredibly dynamic and inventive, both in high culture and pop culture. The new voices of women, African Americans, Asians, and others were increasingly influential and popular, contributing to the pluralism and cultural diversity of U.S. society. Post-modernist thought emphasizing skepticism, relativity, and multiplicity has resulted in a mixing of styles in architecture, literature, music, and dance.
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h 
CHAPTER 41
The American People Face a New Century, 2001-2014

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_EVEN \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_ODD \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_Eqn \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_Sec \r 1 \h focus questions

1 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What were the successes and failures of George W. Bush’s administration? How did these affect the outcome of the election of 2008?
2 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How did the attack of 9/11 affect the country?

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What changes have taken place for groups such as Hispanics and other minorities to alter the American scene?

4 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How has immigration influenced policies and practices of America? 

5.
What were the successes and failures of Barack Obama’s administration? 

6 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What are the major issues that Americans will have to face as they move further into the twenty-first century?
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: The 2000 election, between Bush and Gore, and the subsequent events that followed it would deeply divide the nation and alienate the United States from traditional allies in the world community.

Theme: The reelection of George W. Bush to a second term in 2004 brought about additional issues and concerns across the country; most notably, the war in Iraq continued to plague America and its reputation around the world. Bush saw his reelection as a mandate to continue his conservative agenda and focused his second term on addressing issues such as attacking many of the New Deal programs, adding conservative elements to the Supreme Court, and standing up for his position on the War on Terror. 

Theme: The United States underwent drastic economic and social change in the first decade of the twenty-first century. The economic transformation from an industrial age to an information age produced new economic advances, as well as a rapidly increasing income gap between the wealthy and the poor. The arrival of new immigrant groups substantially altered the ways Americans live and work.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter 41 summary

As the fourth president elected in American history to lose the popular vote, George W. Bush entered the oval office promising to bring to Washington the conciliatory skills he had fine-tuned as Republican governor of Texas, where he had worked well with the Democratic majority in the state’s legislature. But as president, Bush proved to be more of a divider than a unifier, focusing on social issues such as abortion, a constitutional amendment to ban same-sex marriages, embryonic stem cell research, the environment, and add to that an increasing budget deficit—these polarizing policies both reflected and deepened the cultural chasm that divided American society.
	 CHAPTER 39

1. Jimmy Carter

2. Edward Kennedy

3. Ronald Reagan

4. Margaret Thatcher

5. Walter Mondale

6. Mikhail Gorbachev

7. Geraldine Ferraro

8. Sandra Day O'Connor

9. Jerry Falwell

10. Jesse Jackson

11. Michael Dukakis

12. George Herbert Walker Bush

13. Nelson Mandela

14. Boris Yeltsin

15. Manuel Noriega

16. Saddam Hussein

17. Clarence Thomas

18. Anita Hill

19. "supply-side" economics

20. Perestroika

21. Glasnost

22. Religious Right

23. New Right

24. identity politics

25. rainbow coalition

26. pro-choice/pro-life

27. ethnic cleansing

28. "ABC" movement

29. Chappaquiddick

30. Reaganomics

31. "boll weevils"

32. yuppies

33. Strategic Defense Initiative ("Star Wars")

34. contras

35. Sandinistas

36. Grenada

37. Intermediate-Range Nuclear Force (INF)

38. Iran-Contra Affair

39. Moral Majority

40. Planned Parenthood v. Casey

41. Roe v. Wade

42. Webster v. Reproductive Health Services

43. Solidarity Movement

44. Operation Desert Storm

45. Americans With Disabilities Act

46. "gender gap"
CHAPTER 40

1. William Clinton

2. George H. W. Bush

3. J. Danforth Quayle

4. H. Ross Perot

5. Ruth Bader Ginsburg

6. Hillary Rodham Clinton

7. Slobodan Milosevic

8. Newt Gingrich

9. Robert Dole

10. Monica Lewinsky

11. Ralph Nader

12. Al Gore

13. Joseph Lieberman

14. George W. Bush

15. Richard Cheney

16. Cesar Chavez

17. O. J. Simpson

18. Toni Morrison

19. globalization

20. "don't ask, don't tell"

21. "ethnic cleansing"

22. affirmative action

23. gender gap

24. "dot.com" businesses

25. "outsourcing"

26. information age

27. postmodernism

28. multiculturalism

29. New Democrat

30. Democratic Leadership Council

31. Branch Davidians

32. Oklahoma City bombing

33. Welfare Reform Bill

34. Reform party

35. Contract with America

36. North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)

37. World Trade Organization (WTO)

38. Kosovo

39. Whitewater

40. United Farm Workers Organizing Committee
CHAPTER 41

1. George W. Bush

3. John McCain

4. Sarah Palin

5. Joseph Biden

6. Dick Cheney

7. Osama bin Laden

8. Nancy Pelosi

9. Colin Powell

10. Saddam Hussein

11. Donald Rumsfeld

12. John Kerry

13. deleveraging

14. stem cell research

15. information age

16. traditional media

17. weapons of mass destruction

18. "asymmetrical warfare"

19. "axis of evil"

20. affirmative action

21. Human Genome Project

22. Apple

23. Kyoto Treaty

24. September 11, 2001

25. Department of Homeland Security

26. Al Qaeda

27. USA-Patriot Act

28. World Trade Center

29. Taliban

30. Sunni Muslims

31. Shia Muslims

32. Abu Ghraib

33. Guantanamo Detention Camp

34. No Child Left Behind Act

35. Hurricane Katrina

36. American Relief and Recovery Act

37. Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

38. Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act

39. Tea Party

40. Occupy Wall Street

41. Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission (2010)

42. National Security Agency


On September 11, 2001, suicidal terrorists slammed two hijacked airliners into the twin towers of New York City’s World Trade Center, a third plane crashed into the Pentagon, and a fourth plane was forced down by its heroic passengers in rural Pennsylvania. Osama bin Laden had been identified as the mastermind behind the World Trade Center attack, and when the Taliban refused to turn over bin Laden to American officials, Bush ordered a massive military campaign against Afghanistan. Within three months, American and Afghani rebel forces had overthrown the Taliban but failed to find bin Laden.

The fear of future threats lead American officials to take aggressive and controversial actions following the events of September 11: congressional passage of the USA-Patriot Act, creation of the Department of Homeland Security, rounding up and trying suspected terrorists in military tribunals (where the usual rules and procedures do not apply), and the controversial invasion and occupation of Iraq.

With the reelection of George W. Bush in 2004, the war in Iraq continued to be a critical issue with the American public. But more important, Bush saw his reelection as a Conservative mandate, to which he continued many of the same policies he began in 2001. However, Bush overplayed his hand with this, and in the midterm elections of 2006, Democrats regained control of both houses of Congress for the first time since 1994. 

Barack Obama’s election in 2008 and reelection in 2012 reflected key demographic developments within the United States. Early in his first term, President Obama was able to respond to the economic crisis as well as secure passage of landmark legislation on health care and financial reform. President Obama, however, was not able to deliver on his promise of a “postpartisan” politics as political divisions deepened during his presidency. After GOP gains in the 2010 elections, Republicans blocked many of President Obama’s initiatives. As of 2014, partisan gridlock remains the norm in the nation’s capital.

In the 1990s and early 2000s, the American economy underwent dynamic changes from an age of heavy industry to an age of computerized information and mass culture. The Internet helped fuel a new economy linked with the rest of the world. The benefits of the new wealth did not reach everyone, however, as the gaps between those with education and those without contributed to an increasingly severe inequality in Americans’ wealth and income.

As the population began to age, the elderly became both a potent lobbying force and an economic threat to the viability of social welfare programs like Social Security and Medicare.

A vast new wave of immigration, especially from Asia and Latin America, brought newcomers seeking economic opportunity and liberties unavailable in their homelands. Political efforts to deal with the rising tide of immigration have been divisive and unsuccessful.

The problems of poverty remained stubborn and frustrating to millions of Americans, including many minorities.
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h character sketches

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Edward Kennedy (1932–2009)

Kennedy is a Massachusetts senator and heir to the Kennedy legacy in American politics.

The ninth child and fourth son of the family, Kennedy was indulged by his father and not pushed into competitive activities as the older children had been.

In his freshman year at Harvard, Kennedy was expelled for having someone else take a Spanish exam for him. He later returned to graduate from Harvard and the University of Virginia Law School.

His first run for the Senate came in 1962, only a few days after his thirtieth birthday, and provoked much criticism. But he conducted a successful campaign with the slogan “He can do more for Massachusetts.”

The 1969 accident at Chappaquiddick Island, in which a young woman drowned, has remained Kennedy’s greatest political liability. He was most sharply criticized not for the accident, but for his failure to report it until the next morning and for his unconvincing explanations of the events surrounding it.

Quote: “I understand that people feel strongly about me, as they felt about my brothers before me.… [Some] people have been enthusiastic supporters, and others have been harsh critics. I would expect that to be the case as long as I’m in public life.” (1974)

REFERENCE: James MacGregor Burns, Edward Kennedy and the Camelot Legacy (1976).

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Ronald Reagan (1911–2004)

The oldest president before Reagan was Eisenhower, who was about seventy when he left office; Reagan was that age when he first took office.

Reagan’s unemployed father worked for a time for Roosevelt’s WPA program. As a youthful lifeguard, Reagan saved over seventy people from drowning, and he was amazed that many of them later criticized him and claimed that they had not been in danger.

His break into movies came in 1937, when Warner Brothers signed him to a seven-year contract for $200 a week. In the movie King’s Row (1941), he played an amputee who said, “Where’s the rest of me?” Reagan used this line as the title of his 1965 autobiography.

His involvement with many liberal causes continued until the late 1940s, when he took the lead in driving communists from the Screen Actors Guild. His second marriage, to the daughter of a politically conservative doctor, also helped turn him into a staunch conservative.

Reagan first won national political attention for a speech on behalf of Barry Goldwater in 1964. His first try for the presidency came in 1968, when he lost the nomination to Nixon.

Quote: “Either we accept the responsibility for our own destiny, or we abandon the American Revolution and confess that an intellectual belief in a far-distant capital can plan our lives for us better than we can plan them for ourselves. You and I have a rendezvous with destiny. We can preserve for our children this last best hope of man on earth or we can sentence them to take the first step into a thousand years of darkness.” (1964)

REFERENCE: Lou Cannon, President Reagan: The Role of a Lifetime (1992).

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Sandra Day O’Connor (1930– )

O’Connor is the Arizona judge who became the first woman U.S. Supreme Court justice.

Her childhood was spent on a ranch in Arizona. At Stanford Law School, Chief Justice William Rehnquist was first in her law class, and she was third.

She served as an assistant attorney general and was elected to two terms in the Arizona state senate, where she became majority leader. A Democratic governor appointed her to the state appeals court in 1979.

In her early days on the Supreme Court, O’Connor was considered a conservative who almost always followed the lead of Justices Rehnquist and Powell. She showed an independent streak, however, in breaking with them on some civil rights and civil liberties issues. She also began as a strong critic of the Roe v. Wade abortion decision and was widely expected to join other Reagan-Bush appointees in a new majority to overturn it. But in Casey v. Planned Parenthood and other decisions, O’Connor sided with two other justices (David Souter and Anthony Kennedy) in upholding Roe, while accepting various state restrictions on abortion. In the 1990s, O’Connor was usually the key swing vote on the Court, especially on issues of affirmative action and abortion.

Quote: “Our decisions…establish that the party seeking to uphold a statute that classifies individuals on the basis of their gender must carry the burden of showing an ‘exceedingly persuasive justification’ for the classification.… That this statute discriminates against males rather than females does not exempt it from scrutiny or reduce the standard of review.” (Opinion in Mississippi University for Women v. Hogan, 1982)

REFERENCE: Vincent Blasi, ed., The Burger Court (1983).

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h George Herbert Walker Bush (1924– )

George Bush is the longtime Republican politician who won the presidency as Ronald Reagan’s successor in 1988 but lost his bid for reelection in 1992.

Bush is the son of wealthy Connecticut senator Prescott Bush. His private-school and Ivy League education at Yale were long seen as political handicaps, but he counteracted them by emphasizing his World War II service in the navy and such down-home pursuits as eating pork rinds and pitching horseshoes.

During Bush’s youthful oil-business career, and his two terms in Congress as a representative from the Houston area, he formed strong alliances with the Texas business community. An associate from those days, James Baker, became his closest political ally and later served as his secretary of state.

Bush held a long series of appointed positions—chairman of the Republican Party, head of the CIA, ambassador to China—before becoming Reagan’s vice president. Bush’s extensive foreign-policy experience led him to focus his administration on international rather than domestic affairs, at considerable political cost. In the 1988 election and afterward, Bush denied any knowledge or involvement in the Iran-Contra affair, although other Reagan officials, among them George Schulz and Caspar Weinberger, maintained that Bush was not “out of the loop.”

After his defeat in 1992, Bush retired to Texas. His son, George Bush Jr., was elected governor of Texas in 1994 and president in 2000.

Quote: “We are not the sum of our possessions. They are not the measure of our lives. In our hearts we know what matters. We must give [our children] a sense of what it means to be a loyal friend, a loving parent, a citizen who leaves his home, neighborhood, and town better than he found it.” (Inaugural address, 1989)

REFERENCES: Peter Golman and Tom Matthew, The Quest for the Presidency, 1988 (1989); Bill Minutaglio, First Son: George W. Bush and the Bush Family Dynasty (1999).

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h William “Bill” Jefferson Clinton (1946– )

Bill Clinton served many terms as Arkansas governor before being elected the nation’s forty-second president in 1992.

Clinton was born William Blythe in Arkansas. His father died in an automobile accident before Bill was born, and after his mother remarried, Bill took her new husband’s last name. Perhaps the most decisive event in Clinton’s early life was winning a scholarship to Georgetown University, a Catholic university in Washington, D.C. He so impressed some of his teachers that they suggested that he might consider becoming a priest, until he told them that he was a Southern Baptist.

After graduation from Georgetown in 1968, Clinton won a Rhodes scholarship to study politics at Britain’s Oxford University. After graduation from Yale University Law School, Clinton returned to Arkansas in 1973 to teach at the University of Arkansas Law School. In 1975, he married Hillary Rodham, a fellow Yale Law school graduate and Arkansas law professor. Clinton ran for Congress in 1974 but lost to a popular Republican. In 1976, he won election as attorney general of Arkansas.

At the time of his election as chief executive of Arkansas in 1978, Clinton was the nation’s youngest governor. He lost a race for reelection but regained the office in 1982 and every two years thereafter until his election as president.

Quote: “We are on the verge of a new way of doing things, grounded in our most enduring values, a philosophy that says America owes all of us an opportunity if we will assume responsibility for ourselves, our community, and our country. No more something for nothing. We’re all in this together.” (Speech, July 1993)

REFERENCE: David Maraniss, First in His Class (1994).

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Betty Friedan (1921–2006)

Friedan is the author of The Feminine Mystique (1963) and the founder of the National Organization for Women (NOW), which became the principal arm of the postwar feminist movement.

Born Betty Naomi Goldstein in Peoria, Illinois, Friedan graduated from Smith College in 1942 and studied psychology at the University of California. While raising her family, she worked as a writer for women’s magazines such as Redbook and Ladies’ Home Journal. A 1957 article for Ladies’ Home Journal about her Smith classmates gave her the idea for The Feminine Mystique, which she wrote during five years of work at the New York Public Library. The book was an instant success and eventually sold millions of copies.

NOW was founded in her Washington hotel room after a 1964 federal government–sponsored conference in which women’s concerns were ignored. Friedan created the name “National Organization for Women” in order to include men. She later came under sharp attack from more militant feminists for not supporting their more radical ideas.

Quote: “Who knows what women can be when they are finally free to become themselves?… The time is at hand when the voices of the feminine mystique can no longer drown out the inner voice that is driving women to become more complete.” (The Feminine Mystique, 1963)

REFERENCES: Justine Blau, Betty Friedan (1990); Daniel Horowitz, Betty Friedan and the Making of ‘The Feminine Mystique’ (1998).

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h James Baldwin (1924–1987)

James Baldwin was the black writer whose powerful fiction and nonfiction works expressed his personal vision of the world and helped awaken white America to the depths of the racial crisis.

Baldwin was born in Harlem and spent most of his early life there. His father was an authoritarian, often cruel, Fundamentalist preacher. Many of Baldwin’s more autobiographical works, including Go Tell It on the Mountain (1953), the work that first gained him literary fame, reveal the difficulties of his childhood and relations with his father.

Baldwin spent much time abroad, especially in Paris, where he felt he could escape the racial restrictions of the United States. However, he always returned to what he felt was his home in America. His book The Fire Next Time (1963) caused great controversy when it was published because of its predictions of racial violence but was later considered prophetic of the crises of the 1960s.

Quote: “The nation, the entire nation, has spent a hundred years avoiding the question of the place of the black man in it.… Any honest examination of the national life proves how far we are from the standard of human freedom with which we began. The recovery of this standard demands of everyone who loves this country a hard look at himself.” (Nobody Knows My Name, 1961)

REFERENCE: David Leeming, James Baldwin: A Biography (1994).

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Jackson Pollock (1912–1956)

Pollock was the most influential American artist of the immediate postwar era and is considered one of the great modern masters of painting.

The son of an unsuccessful Wyoming rancher, Pollock developed a deep love of nature while working summer jobs at the Grand Canyon.

In school, Pollock was interested only in art and frequently got into academic and disciplinary difficulty. He studied with Thomas Hart Benton, the great American regionalist painter. Pollock’s early nature paintings show Benton’s influence but also reflect a tendency toward the abstraction that he later developed.

From 1935 to 1943, Pollock worked for the federal WPA Art Project. In the early 1940s, he was influenced by Jungian therapy and the work of Picasso and André Breton. He made his breakthrough to abstract expressionism and later developed his techniques of dripping and splattering paint on the canvas to create complex special effects. Some of his works that originally sold for $600 were later bought for over $2 million.

Pollock seldom appeared in public and cultivated an image as a somewhat rough and mysterious character. He died in an auto accident in 1956.

Quote: “When I am in my painting I’m not aware of what I’m doing.… I have no fears of making changes, destroying the image, etc., because the painting has a life of its own. I try to let it come through.”

REFERENCE: Steven Naifeh and Gregory White Smith, Jackson Pollock (1990).

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h George Walker Bush (1946– )

The presidency of the United States is only the second public office to which George W. Bush was elected, after the governorship of Texas.

George W. Bush was born in New Haven, Connecticut, and moved with his family to Texas at the age of two. He is the oldest of five living children (four boys and one girl) of George H.W. Bush and Barbara Bush (another girl died of leukemia in 1953 at age three). While his father was a rising star in Republican politics, George W. attended Philips Andover Academy in Massachusetts and Yale University, graduating in 1968. After several years of dissolution, drifting, unemployment, and occasional political work in Texas, Alabama, and Florida, he entered Harvard University, earning a Master of Business Administration degree in 1975.

He then moved to the west Texas town of Midland and married a school librarian, Laura Welch. His younger brother Jeb was considered the future politician of the family, while George W.’s talents were widely disregarded. This judgment seemed confirmed when he ran for Congress from Midland in 1978, but lost to a Democrat. 

The several oil business ventures he attempted, the Arbusto and Spectrum Companies, were not very successful either, but earned enough, along with family support, for him to become the lead investor in buying the Texas Rangers baseball team for $600,000 in 1988 (he sold his share a decade later for $15 million). 

In 1986, he underwent a born again religious conversion, and moved from his family’s traditional Episcopal faith into the Methodist Church. In 1994, Bush was nominated by the Republicans to run against the popular Democratic Texas governor Ann Richards, and his victory was considered a great upset. His reelection victory with 65 percent of the vote propelled him into the leading position for the Republican presidential nomination in 2000.

Quote: “Our country has been through a long and trying period, with the outcome of the presidential election not finalized for longer than any of us could imagine… I believe things happen for a reason, and I hope the wait of the last five weeks will heighten a desire to move beyond the bitterness and partisanship of the recent past.” (Victory speech, December 13, 2000).

REFERENCE: http://www.georgewbushlibrary.smu.edu/; George W. Bush, Decision Points (2010).
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Elected president in November 2008, Barack H. Obama became the first African American president of the United States when he took the oath of office on January 20, 2009.

Born on August 4, 1961 in Honolulu, Hawaii, Barack Hussein Obama II was the child of a black Kenyan father (Barack Hussein Obama, 1936-1982) and a white American woman from Kansas (Ann Dunham, 1942-1995). After meeting at the University of Hawaii's Manoa campus, Barack’s parents married in early 1961, but filed for divorce in January 1964. When Barack’s mother remarried a man from Indonesia, Barack spent some of his childhood years in Indonesia before returning to Hawaii at age ten to live with his maternal grandparents until he graduated from high school.

Barack Obama graduated from Columbia University with a major in political science in 1983. After working as a community organizer in Harlem as well as in Chicago, Obama earned a law degree from Harvard, where he was the first African American elected president of the Harvard Law Review journal. After earning his law degree in 1991, Obama returned to Chicago to work in a law firm that specialized in civil-rights law. He eventually also began teaching at the University of Chicago Law School. He served three terms representing the 13th District in the Illinois State Senate from 1997 to 2004. In 2004, Obama was elected to a U.S. Senate seat representing Illinois, and he became the Senate's only African American lawmaker when he took office in January 2005. 

Barack Obama married Michelle LaVaughn Robinson (born January 17, 1964) on October 3, 1992. The Obamas have two daughters, Malia Ann Obama (born July 4, 1998) and Natasha (Sasha) Obama (born June 10, 2001).

Quote: “If there is anyone out there who still doubts that America is a place where all things are possible; who still wonders if the dream of our founders is alive in our time; who still questions the power of our democracy, tonight is your answer.” Victory speech in US presidential election, home state of Chicago, November 4, 2008.

REFERENCES: http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/barackobama; Barack Obama, Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance (1995); http://www.notablebiographies.com/news/Li-Ou/Obama-Barack.html.

