Syllabus
Mr. Duncan 615-306-7334
AP US GOVERNMENT & POLITICS                 Merrol Hyde Magnet School
Darrell.Duncan@sumnerschools.org
www.MrDuncansHistoryClass.com
Welcome to AP US GOV: This will be a very busy semester and our goal is to be prepared for the   AP US GOV Exam MONDAY - May 3rd, 2021  ( 8am sharp)

AP US GOV is a college-level course that will require you to have extensive background knowledge in American Government.  Since this is a college-level course that requires extensive background knowledge in all aspects of American Government, it is imperative that we get off the ground running in January.  We will have less than 16 weeks to prepare.
Course Overview:
AP US GOV is a challenging course that is meant to be the equivalent of a freshman 

college course and can earn students college credit.   The pace of the course is intense and leaves no room for slacking.  Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote considerable time to homework and study, are necessary to succeed. Emphasis is place on critical and evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, interpretation-of original documents, and understanding of Constitutional Law..  Students successfully mastering the course material may earn college credit by passing the annually administered AP European history exam.
This course is about the dynamics of the American political system. Students will not only study the various rules of American politics, but will also review political trends and outcomes. Students will be asked to think critically about their own system. We will take a look at topics in American Government using an interactive format. We will not only review material in the test but will simulate many political processes, will debate current issues, and will follow current events.
AP U.S. Government and Politics provides a college-level, nonpartisan introduction to key political concepts, ideas, institutions, policies, interactions, roles, and behaviors that characterize the constitutional system and political culture of the United States. Students study U.S. foundational documents, Supreme Court decisions, and other texts and visuals to gain an understanding of the relationships and interactions among political institutions, processes, and behavior. They also engage in disciplinary practices that require them to read and interpret data, make comparisons and applications, and develop evidence-based arguments. In addition, they complete a political science research or applied civics project.
The AP U.S. Government and Politics course is organized around five units, which focus on major topics in U.S. government and politics. The units are:   ( for details see handout)
■ Foundations of American Democracy

■ Interaction Among Branches of Government

■ Civil Liberties and Civil Rights

■ American Political Ideologies and Beliefs

■ Political Participation

Foundational documents and Supreme Court cases are an integral part of the course and necessary for students to understand the philosophical underpinnings, significant legal precedents, and political values of the U.S. political system and may serve as the focus of AP 

Exam questions. 
The course requires study of:

■   9 foundational documents, including the U.S. Constitution 

■ 15 landmark Supreme Court cases

Textbooks and Readings: 
.Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy. by George C. Edwards, Martin P. Wattenberg, Robert L. Lineberry 2016 Presidential Election Edition 17th AP Edition
This textbook will be supplemented with classroom handouts throughout the semester.

The Declaration of Independence and Other Great Documents of American History 1775-1865 (Dover Thrift Editions) Dover Thrift Edition by John Grafton
Student Expectations:

Students are expected to prepare BEFORE each class meeting. Because this is an AP course, students will be required to do a great deal of outside reading and writing.  There will be reading from the textbooks or handouts that the student should familiarize themselves with before each class. Students are also expected to hand in assignments ON TIME ( Late work will be penalized by deduction of points to be determined by the teacher), participate in class discussion and work effectively and respectfully with classmates. Excused or Unexcused work may be made up provided that the student makes a request to the teacher -within 24 hours upon returning to school, and returned within three days of the request, (see student handbook)
Long-term assignments will make up a portion of the course work and students are expected to manage their time to complete the work on the day it is due.  Students are also expected to come to class prepared and ready to participate.  Note taking is a requirement due to the volume of information that this subject covers.  This includes class lecture and notes from the textbook and other readings.
How to Succeed in AP Government Class

· Do your own work. Do it well.

· Review what we did in class daily as well as your classroom notes. Go over it with a friend or a parent. This will help most to prepare for AP prompts.
· Try not to be absent. When you are, be responsible for what you missed.

· When you write, ANSWER THE QUESTION THAT IS ASKED.

· When preparing for multiple choice tests review/digest/drill yourself on the study guides.

· Most of all – come with a great attitude and enjoy learning about the dynamic political processes of both the United States and the world. I look forward to working with each of you!
Grading Scale:
See student handbook

PLEASE remember there is a 5 point rigor point system due to the difficulty of this course.

The 5 points are added at the END of the Semester.

So to put this in perspective  BEFORE the rigor points


88 – 100  should be consider an  A


80 – 87    should be considered a B


70 – 86   should be considered a  C

Academic Honesty:
Cheating or any attempt to cheat is categorically unacceptable and will result in zero points with no opportunity to make it up. The consequences of the violation of the academic honesty policy of MHMS can include the issuance of a failing grade. 
Assessment: 
Student's grades will be determined by quizzes, Academic Inquiries, coached projects, class participation, Seminars, journals, presentations, homefun, and other assignments throughout the year.  Please note that there will be a test, consisting of multiple-choice and at least one free response question, at the conclusion of each chapter/topic.  

Remember the AP GOV Final exam on MAY 3rd, will  be comprehensive covering the whole semester
Typed  Material:


A student may type outside assignments.  They should always be:
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Behavior:


Students are expected to follow all rules and regulations as set forth in the 
Merrol Hyde Handbook. 

Misbehavior is defined as- any word, look, action, or inaction that occurs at an inappropriate time or place, or in an inappropriate manner, whether intentional or not that disrupts the flow of teaching.

In this classroom there are four basic rules:

1. WORK HARD

2. BE NICE

3. DO NO HARM

4. MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Task Verbs:

· Identify: provide a specific answer, which does not require causal explanation

· Define: provide a specific meaning for a word or concept

· Describe: show understanding of a particular concept or political phenomenon

· Explain: demonstrate understanding of how or why a relationship exists by clearly articulating the logical connection or causal pattern between or among various political phenomena

· Compare: provide an explicit statement which connects two or more concepts

Big Ideas in AP U.S. Government and Politics
The big ideas described below are intended to illustrate distinctive features and processes in 

U.S. government and politics as well as how political scientists study political behavior.

Constitutionalism (CON)

The U.S. Constitution establishes a system of checks and balances among branches of 

government and allocates power between federal and state governments. This system is based on the rule of law and the balance majority rule and minority rights.
Liberty and Order (LOR)

Governmental laws and policies balancing order and liberty are based on the U.S. 

Constitution and have been interpreted differently over time.
Civic Participation in a Representative Democracy (PRD)

Popular sovereignty, individualism, and republicanism are important considerations of U.S. laws and policy making and assume citizens will engage and participate.
Competing Policy-Making Interests (PMI)

Multiple actors and institutions interact to produce and implement possible policies.
Methods of Political Analysis (MPA)

Using various types of analyses, political scientists measure how U.S. political behavior, 

attitudes, ideologies, and institutions are shaped by a number of factors over time.

Parent Involvement, Office Hours and Conference Procedures
Although the motivation for academic excellence must come from the students themselves, the support and involvement of parents is critical to student’s academic success. Discussing reading materials, responding to student’s writing, providing enrichment materials and experiences, assisting students with the development of a focused environment for study and establishing regular scheduled hours for study are just a few of the ways parents can encourage students toward academic achievement. 

Parents can also assist students in making school attendance a priority by not scheduling activities during the school/work week and by guiding their students toward healthy lifestyles, including proper nutrition, rest and respect for learning.

I will be on campus Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 4:00pm. (Except Wednesday, I leave at 3:30 sharp ) Should there be a need to contact me, my school e-mail address  

Darrell.Duncan@sumnerschools.org.  

www.MrDuncansHistoryClass.com   is our class website

I will do my best to get in touch with you within twenty-four hours. 

We the undersigned have read and discussed the Syllabus:

Student Signature:________________________________________________________________

Date:______________________________

Parent Signature:__________________________________________________________________

Date: _______________________________

P.S.  Please remember Parents that some Students will have TWO AP classes this year in the Spring.  Time will be needed for BOTH classes when it comes to study and review as the classes get closer to the National Test Dates.

