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American 

Government and 

Politics Today

Chapter 1

The Democratic Republic

Politics and Government 

 Key Terms:

◼ Politics: “who gets what when and how” 

◼ Institution: an ongoing organization that 

performs certain functions for society 

◼ Government: institution in which decisions 

are made that resolve conflicts or allocate 

benefits and privileges 

Why Is Government 

Necessary?

Order:

Maintaining peace and security by 

protecting members of society from 

violence and criminal activity is the 

oldest purpose of government. 

Why Is Government 

Necessary? (cont.)

 Liberty

The greatest freedom of 

individuals that is consistent with 

the freedom of other individuals 

in the society; can be promoted 

by or invoked against 

government. 
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Why Is Government 

Necessary? (cont.)

 Authority and Legitimacy

◼ authority: the right and power of a 

government or other entity to enforce its 

decisions and compel obedience.

◼ legitimacy is popular acceptance of the 

right and power of a government or other 

entity to exercise authority. 

Types of Governments

Governments

16

Theocracy

A form of government in 
which God or a deity is 
recognized 
as the supreme civil ruler, 
the God's or deity's laws 
being interpreted by the 
ecclesiastical authorities

Authoritarianism

Authoritarianism—A type of regime in 

which only the government itself is fully 

controlled by the ruler. Social and 

economic institutions exist that are not 

under the government’s control. 

Autocracy

Government by a single person having 

unlimited power; despotism (domination 

through threat of punishment and 

violence) .
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Oligarchy

A government in which a few people 

such as a dominant clan or clique have 

power.

Monarchy

A monarchy has a king, queen, emperor or 
empress.

The ruling position can be passed on to the 
ruler’s heirs. 

In some traditional monarchies, the monarch 
has absolute power. 

But a constitutional monarchy, like the UK, 
also has a democratic government that limits 
the monarch's control.

Aristocracy

Aristocracy—Rule by the “best”; in 

reality, rule by an upper class.

Democracy

Democracy—A system of government in which political 

authority is vested in the people. Derived from the Greek 

words demos (“the people”) and kratos (“authority”).

In a democracy, the government is elected by the people. 

Everyone who is eligible to vote has a chance to have 

their say over who runs the country. It is distinct from 

governments controlled by a particular social class or 

group (aristocracy; oligarchy) or by a single person 

(despotism; dictatorship; monarchy). 

A democracy is determined either directly or through 

elected representatives.

Nations Self-identified as Democratic Democratic Nations according to 

Freedom House
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A Definition of Fascism

Fascism, a twentieth-century ideology—often 

totalitarian—that exalts the national collective united 

behind an absolute ruler, and rejects liberal 

individualism, values action over rational 

deliberation, and glorifies war

Fascism is the totalitarian philosophy of 
government that glorifies the state and nation 
and assigns to the state control over every aspect 
of national life.

The Fasces Symbol

Comes from the 
Latin word fasces.
In ancient Rome, 
the fasces were 
cylindrical bundles 
of wooden rods, 
tied tightly 
together around an 
axe.
They symbolize 
unity and power.

Fascism / 
Dictatorship

A country ruled by a single 
leader. The leader has not 
been elected and may use 
force to keep control. 

In a military dictatorship, 
the army is in control. 

Totalitarian
Totalitarian Regime—
government controls all 
aspects of the political 
and social life of a nation.

This is a country with only 
one political party. 

People are forced to do 
what the government tells 
them and may also be 
prevented from leaving 
the country. 

Anarchy

Anarchy is a situation where there is no 

government. This can happen after a 

civil war in a country, when a 

government has been destroyed and 

rival groups are fighting to take its 

place. 

Anarchists are people who believe that 

government is a bad thing in that it 

stops people organizing their own lives.

Capitalist

In a capitalist or free-market country, 

people can own their own businesses 

and property. People can also buy 

services for private use, such as 

healthcare. 

But most capitalist governments also 

provide their own education, health and 

welfare services. 
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Communist

Communism, revolutionary variant of socialism that favors 

a partisan (and often totalitarian) dictatorship, government 

control of all enterprises, and the replacement of free 

markets by central planning 

In a communist country, the government owns property 

such as businesses and farms. 

It provides its people's healthcare, education and welfare. 

Republic
A republic is a country that has no 

monarch. 

The head of the country is usually an 

elected president. 

Revolutionary

If a government is 

overthrown by force, 

the new ruling group 

is sometimes called a 

revolutionary 

government. 

1

This form of government is elected by the 

people and everyone is eligible to vote.

1

Democracy

2

A government ruled by a king, queen, 

emperor or empress.
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2

Monarchy

3

A country ruled by a single leader. The leader 

has not been elected and may use force to 

keep control.

3

Dictatorship

4

Government by a single person having 

unlimited power; despotism (domination 

through threat of punishment and violence).

4

Autocracy

5

The government owns property such as 

businesses and farms and provides its 

people's healthcare, education and welfare. 
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5

Communism

6

A situation where there is no 

government.

6

Anarchy

7

The ruling group that forms when a 

government is overthrown by force.

7

Revolutionary

8

A government in which a few people such 

as a dominant clan or clique have power.
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8

Oligarchy

9

A country that has no monarch, but is 

headed by an elected president or official 

is a ________. 

9

Republic
52

52

Tree Page

Resources

The Democracy Project

BBC Types of Government

World Population Under Various 

Governments

Dictator for A Day

Types of Governments

Roots of Democracy

http://pbskids.org/democracy/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/find_out/guides/world/united_nations/types_of_government/newsid_2151000/2151570.stm
http://users.erols.com/mwhite28/govt-all.htm
http://www.school.discovery.com/lessonplans/programs/tlc-ancientrome/index.html
http://www.sad17.k12.me.us/teachers/bburns/com/units/government/types_of_government.htm
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Democracy is . .

•A system of government in 

which citizens:

•Vote for their leaders

•Have specific rights and 

responsibilities

Greece: Democracy

(dēmokratía)

"rule of the people"

• (dêmos) 
“people”

• (krátos) 
“power”

Democracy came from many 

sources: The ancient Greeks :

In Athens, citizens 

voting for their leaders 

became common

“Civic virtue” became 

important to many 

philosophers.

The ancient Romans :

Developed the “rule of 

law” common to all 

citizens throughout the 

empire

Developed advanced 

forms of representative 

government, before 

evolving in to a 

dictatorship.

The Bible:

Hebrew prophets 

developed the idea of 

all people being equal, 

created in the image of 

God.

The idea caring for the 

weaker members of 

society.
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The Magna Carta  (chap 2 vocab)

British Document

King John forced to recognize his power 

was limited by the Barons

First step toward limited government

English Bill of Rights (chap 2 vocab)

Made Parliament 

stronger than King or 

Queen

Protected rights to trial 

by jury

Outlawed cruel and 

unusual punishment

Individual Rights

Mayflower Compact (chap 2 vocab)

Pilgrims signed it

Agreed to follow all 

laws made by elected 

leaders

Fundamental Orders of 

Connecticut (chap 2 vocab)

Limited powers of 

colony government

Powers not given to 

colony given to towns

Similar to federalism

House of Burgesses (chap 2 vocab)

Founded at Jamestown 

in 1619

First representative 

body in the English 

colonies

Served as a model for 

other colonies

American Principals

1. Liberty

2. Equality

3. Individualism

4. The Rule of Law

http://www.cnn.com/US/9907/19/lauren.bessette.obit/connecticut.greenwich.lg.jpg
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Direct Democracy

 Political decisions are made by the 

people directly, rather than by their 

elected representatives

 Attained most easily in small political 

communities.

Direct Democracy Today

 Initiative–a procedure by which voters can 

propose a law or a constitutional amendment

 Referendum–an electoral device whereby 

legislative or constitutional measures are 

referred by the legislature to the voters for 

approval or disapproval 

 Recall–a procedure allowing the people to vote 

to dismiss an elected official from state office 

before his or her term has expired

Is Direct Democracy 

Dangerous?

While the founders believed in 

government based on the consent of the 

people, they were highly distrustful of 

anything that might look like “mob rule.” 

Therefore, they devised institutions to 

filter the popular will through elected 

elites. 

A Democratic Republic

Democratic republic and representative 

democracy really mean the same thing—

government based on elected 

representatives—except for the historical 

quirk that a republic cannot have a 

vestigial king.

A Democratic Republic (cont.)

 Principles of  Democratic Government

◼ universal suffrage, or the right of all adults to vote 

for their representatives

◼ majority rule, the greatest number of citizens in any 

political unit should select the officials and 

determine policies.

 Constitutional Democracy

◼ limited government, states the powers of 

government should be limited, usually by 

institutional checks. Without such limits, democracy 

could destroy itself.

Copyright © 2011 Pearson Education, Inc. Publishing as Longman

Democracy

• Traditional Democratic Theory

• Democracy is a system in which policy 

represents and responds to the public’s 

preferences.

• Five components of Traditional Democratic 

Theory are equality in voting, effective 

participation, enlightened 

understanding, citizen control of the 

agenda, and inclusion.

LO 1.4

To Learning Objectives
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Who Governs: Five Theories of Power

1. Pluralism 

2. Majoritarianism

3. Elitism

4. Bureaucratic rule

5. Corporatism

Look at each theory Copyright © 2011 Pearson Education, Inc. Publishing as Longman

Democracy

• Three Contemporary Theories of 

American Democracy

• Pluralist Theory is a theory of government 

and policies emphasizing that politics is 

mainly a competition among groups, each 

one pressing for its own preferred policies.

• Groups must bargain and compromise to 

get policies. 

LO 1.4

To Learning Objectives

Pluralism
 Theory that a multitude of groups, not the 

people as a whole, govern the United 

States.

Copyright © 2011 Pearson Education, Inc. Publishing as Longman

Democracy

• Three Contemporary Theories of 

American Democracy (cont.)

• Elite and Class Theory contends that 

societies are divided along class lines and 

that an upper-class elite will rule.

• Policies benefit those with money and 

power.

LO 1.4

To Learning Objectives

Majoritarianism

 The majority has 
the right to make 
decisions that 
affect the society. 

◼ This view has 
come under 
criticism and 
democracies 
have added 
constraints on 
what the majority 
can do.

Elitism

 A well-positioned few manipulate the 

political process
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Democracy

• Three Contemporary Theories of 

American Democracy (cont.)

• Hyperpluralism is a theory of government 

and politics contending that groups are so 

strong that government is weakened.

• Confusing and contradictory policies result 

from politicians trying to placate every 

group.

LO 1.4

To Learning Objectives

Bureaucratic Rule

Unelected, administrators make policy decisions

Corporatism
Power is held by groups that 

represent economic, social, cultural, 

and professional interests. 

Copyright © 2011 Pearson Education, Inc. Publishing as Longman

Democracy

• Challenges to Democracy

• Increased complexity of issues make it 

harder for citizens to make decisions.

• Limited participation in government, 

especially voting.

• Escalating campaign costs stop people 

from running for office.

• Diverse political interests result into policy 

gridlock.

LO 1.4

To Learning Objectives

Copyright © 2011 Pearson Education, Inc. Publishing as Longman

Democracy

• American Political Culture and 

Democracy

• Political culture is an overall set of values 

widely shared within a society.

• Five elements of American political culture 

are liberty, egalitarianism, individualism, 

laissez-faire, and populism.

LO 1.4

To Learning Objectives

Dilemmas Facing American Government

1. Original dilemma of government 

• Clash between freedom & Social 

Order 

2. Modern dilemma of government 

• Clash between freedom & equality

Lets look at each dilemma.



15

Fundamental Values

 Political Socialization

 Liberty versus Order

 Equality versus Liberty

◼ Economic Equality

◼ Property Rights and Capitalism

 capitalism, an economic system 

characterized by the private ownership of 

wealth-creating assets and also by free 

markets and freedom of contract.

LO 1.4

To Learning Objectives

LO 1.4

To Learning Objectives
Copyright © 2011 Pearson Education, Inc. Publishing as Longman

Democracy

• A Culture War?

• James Q. Wilson believes that America is a 

more polarized nation today than at any 

time in living memory.

• Other scholars believe that there is 

relatively little evidence of a so-called 

culture war going on among ordinary 

American citizens.

LO 1.4

To Learning Objectives

Copyright © 2011 Pearson Education, Inc. Publishing as Longman

Democracy

• Preview Questions about Democracy

• Are people knowledgeable about matters 
of public policy?

• If there are choices, do the media help 
citizens understand them?

• Is Congress representative of American 
society, and is it capable of reacting to 
changing times?

LO 1.4

To Learning Objectives

Modern 

Dilemma

Individual Freedom v. 

Equality
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Legitimate Government
A government is legitimate, if 

approval for that government is 

general among the population.

If the majority consent the 

government is legitimate.

Core Democratic 

Values
 The Rule of Law

 Personal liberty

 Respect for the 

individual

 Equality of 

opportunity

 Popular consent

The Rule of Law

 Safeguard against arbitrary 
governance.

 Safeguard against mob 
rule.

 “In America, the law is 
king.” Thomas Paine

Personal Liberty 
 Self determination

 “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” 

 “to secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and 

to our posterity,” 

 Absence of external restraint (freedom from)  

Capacity to reach goals (freedom to)

1 min

Respect For 

The Individual
 American 

democracy makes 

the individual the 

central figure.  

 The nation is less 

important than the 

individuals who 

compose it.

Equality Of Opportunity

Does equality of opportunity mean 

everyone should have the same place 

at the starting line? 

Or does it mean society should try to 

equalize the factors that determine a 

person's economic or social well-

being?

They're%20Coming%20To%20America.mp3
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The Scope of Government in America
LO 1.5: Explain the debate in America over 

the proper scope of government.

• How Active Is American 

Government?

• Preview Questions about the Scope 

of Government

To Learning Objectives
Copyright © 2011 Pearson Education, Inc. Publishing as Longman

The Scope of Government in America

• How Active Is American 

Government?

• Spends $3.8 trillion yearly.

• Employs 2.8 million civilians and 1.4 million 

in the military.

• It owns one-third of the land in the United 

States.

• It occupies 2.6 billion square feet of office 

space.

LO 1.5

To Learning Objectives

LO 1.5

To Learning Objectives
Copyright © 2011 Pearson Education, Inc. Publishing as Longman

The Scope of Government in America

• Preview Questions about the Scope 
of Government

• What role did the Constitution’s authors 
foresee for the federal government?

• Does the public favor a large, active 
government?

• Is Congress too responsive to the 
demands of the public and organized 
interests?

LO 1.5

To Learning Objectives


